MS-SOM
Student Name:


Text Study Guide 

( 2016 MS-SOM
# Missed:   _____   Grade:  _____
                                                                                                                       Grader’s Initials  ______________

ORD – Preaching in Context

TEXT – Preaching to Post-Everything World – Zach Eswine ISBN 978-0-8010-9194-0
1. Describe fully the “four C’s” used by the author to focus the reader/preacher’s attention. 

2. What affects the way people hear sermons in a postmodern context? 

3. Name the four clues from the Bible used by the preacher to gain a sense of reality. 

4. What does the author mean by “Context of Reality (COR)?”  

5. Name the five forms of “expository bans” that may exist in preparing a biblical sermon to a post-modern audience. 
6. List six guidelines that reflect a pastoral sensitivity to sermon preparation. 

7. Name the three kinds of echoes the author borrowed from Jerram Barrs in order to prepare sermons of redemptive action. 

8. Name and describe the four themes to restore creation mandated into sermon preparation. 

9. What is the author’s definition of the Fallen Condition Focus? 

10. Name at least five of the divine provisions of scripture for sermon preparation that provide echoes of redemption. 

11. What are the four forms of expository eclipse to avoid in sermon preparation according to the author? 

12. What are six components of sermon introductions in order to allow preaching to be redemptive as suggested by the author? 

13. When preparing a sermon about narratives or stories within scripture, what are three strategies for the preacher to use to locate the “big idea” within a passage? 

14. As the preacher develops a sermon about a biblical narrative, what are five  hints that can be used to tell the story accurately? 

15. Write the basic guidelines Eswine gives for effective application of the sermon using a biblical narrative or story. 

16. What does the author mean by the term “exclusive preaching?” 

17. In order to avoid the label of “the Pharisee within”, the preacher must face up to personal bias that does not exclude persons or groups from access to the sermon. Name four biases. 

18. Locate and list three practical implications for sermon preparation that seek to transform a generation for God. 

19. Give the six points to guide the minister who uses their personal life as a testimony within a sermon. 

20. Locate the author’s suggestion about “dialogue preaching,” and complete this statement. “…the relevance and power that preachers need for a postmodern generation: a generation ……...” 

21. To “preach biblically” includes accuracy and what other component? 

22. Through what three paradigms or means does God speak/preach to reveal his homiletic range? 

23. List four basic essentials the author uses from Colossians 1:28 – 29 to illustrate how to preach to a post-everything generation. 

24. The author refers to Denis Haack’s description of biblical cities as metaphors to identify three basic cultural climates. Name the cities and their significance. 

25. Preachers and those who craft sermons should ask four story questions to discern how to encounter a post-everything world. Name them. 

26. Since the prophet paradigm is the most often used method for God to get his message to people, list at least six qualities of the prophetic sermon. 

27. Who is stated as the most prominent priestly interpreter of the Law (OT) in the Bible? Give a biblical reference for your answer. 

28. What are the five forms of preaching identified with the priestly paradigm? 

29. What is the preaching task within the wisdom paradigm for the sage? 

30. The author points out that human wisdom usually offers two paths for moral decisions: the right path of thinking and action and the wrong path of thinking and action. However, the wise biblical preacher has found a third path, What is this third path? 

31. If the contemporary preacher is to declare God’s Word effectively, in what three ways must he/she think like a missionary? 

32. The textbook mentions Graham Johnston’s comments about postmodern listeners; they are open to nature and the environment as a source for what? 

33. Complete this sentence that challenges sermon preparation beyond the pen, the book, the paper. “Christ centered preaching requires a …...” 

34. What phrase summarizes much of the wisdom literature of the Bible, so the wise preacher can discern the ways of God, people, places and self? 

35. What is meant by the term “cultural grammar”? 

36. Name and describe the four cultural influences or obstacles the preacher must overcome in order to clearly translate God and scripture to the contemporary world. 

37. In order to cross the cultural chasm of extremes (liberal vs conservative, or naturalist vs sacralist), the author offers four explanations to help the preacher navigate sermon preparation. Name them. 

38. During the current age of terror, following the violence of September 11, for what condition in listeners does Eswine encourage the post-everything preacher to prepare? 

39. Locate and list the four study techniques suggested by the author to help the preacher/Bible interpreter handle questions listeners have about the “war passages” of the Bible. 

40. As the preacher/Bible interpreter places war passage from the Bible into a context (echoes) of redemption and heaven, what truth become explicit or clear about Jesus? 

41. What five personal misconceptions about hell must the preacher acknowledge to deliver correctly the Bible’s message? 

42. What is the biblical reference for the following OT statement?  “…many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” NIV 

43. What is the biblical reference for the following OT statement? “For behold, the Lord will come in fire, and his chariots like the whirlwind, to render his anger in fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.” KJV 

44. What is the biblical reference for this OT statement?  “The house of the adulteress (prostitute) is the way to Sheol, going down to the chambers of death.” 

45. What is the biblical reference for the following OT statement? “Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.” NIV 

46. What two contrasting things should the preacher do and not do when preaching about God’s judgment to a post-everything world? 

47. In detecting idol talk in current culture, sophism means: ……. 

48. Further, in detecting idol talk in current culture, moralism means: …… 

49. The discerning preacher must recognize four strategies used by Satan for a devilish spin on communication, as evidenced in the Garden of Eden sermon. They are: 

50. Locate and write the quotation from Martyn Lloyd-Jones about unction. 

51. In order to avoid being a hindrance to the Holy Spirit, what six practical implications become obvious as the preacher seeks the active working of the Holy Spirit on ministry of the Word? 
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