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CERT - Evangelism

Evangelism Outside the Box by Rick Richardson (ISBN#: 978-0-8308-2276-8)

1. Which Scripture passage does the author suggest shows the value God places on the lost and broken, the all-out search needed to find them, and the celebration that follows when one is found. 

2. In thinking outside “Our Theology Box”, the author compares evangelism to the incarnation of Jesus.  What percentage of evangelism is God’s activity, what percentage is our activity, and what two errors does this concept help us avoid? 

3. In contrast to the 1960s, how does the author describe most people today? 

4. What is the difference between a sacred practice and a core value, and which can be changed in effort to reach the lost?

5. In thinking outside “Our Structure and Strategy Box”, we must make sure our words match our structures and priorities.  What is “sheep shifting” and why is it not the measure of success? 

6. What does the author say is far more persuasive evangelism than reasoned preaching and explanation by professional clergy? 
7. After a second InterVarsity evangelistic meeting with no one receiving Christ, the author was challenged that  he had no “faith for people to come to Christ.”  What did he start doing every day after this? 

8. Profound changes in the ways scientists are seeing the world are radically transforming our basic picture. Describe what they say. 

9. The author quotes Peter Berger as he captures the style of witness that is dead for most people today. How does Berger describe it? 

10.  The author uses Lee Strobel as an example of a speaker who demonstrated certainty without arrogance.  In expressing certainty, what did Strobel allow for? 

11.  In regard to “Questions That Heat Up a Room,” there is a summary of some of the 
new questions we face. What are those questions?  

12.  Richard Tarnas describes past and current shifts in his book The Passion of the West Mind, (p.395). Each major transition, Tarnas says, has been associated with a central figure who was in some sense martyred. List the three cases presented by Tarnas. 

13.  Speaking in regards to the transformation of truth, today we need a personal, experiential approach to answering questions and defending our faith that is informed in what way? How must we start? 

14.  Ultimately, we have to help people face God’s view of their identity, personhood and sexuality. But we don’t start there. Where must we start? 

15.  John Wesley had a four-step vision and practice for his order or process of salvation. List the order and process of salvation that can help us understand and focus on the steps by which people today can be led to genuine faith in Christ. 

16.  John Wesley believed that “belonging comes before believing.”  What does the author say people of today are looking for, even before a message to believe in?
17.  What were the distinctives of the Celtic way of evangelism to the pagan tribes of Ireland. 
18. Where Roman Christians treated other religions as irrelevant or demonic, how did Celtic Christians see other religions? 

19.  List the styles identified by the course “Becoming a Contagious Christian” in relational evangelism? 

20.  In considering styles of evangelism, what is needed when we feel overwhelmed by the thought of reaching our neighborhood, workplace, or postmodern friends? 

21. What four things need to happen to bring about good soul-awakening events? 

22.  In Matthew 9:35-39, Jesus’ pattern of relationship and witness is described. What was Jesus’ three-step process of evangelism? 

23.  What principles of soul-awakening events can we draw from Paul’s experience? 
24.  The heated rhetoric of the past that filled stadiums and gathered crowds on street corners has been replaced by the intimate, cool communication of the talk show. How has television transformed even stadium communication? 

25.  When finding common ground, to reach postmodern people, what must we do? When will we reach them? 
26.  We can use the insights from marketing in uncritical ways. Pre-Christians want to be fulfilled. They want relationships and belonging. They want their felt needs met. 
What can happen if we get too focused on meeting their needs for relationship and fulfillment? 

27.  List the felt needs summarized by Pritchard. 

28.  We must challenge people today. We must ask them stimulating, intriguing, even disturbing questions. What must our question to their soul be? 

29.  What are nine rules the author names for experiential truth telling in awakening the souls of pre-Christian people (list only italicized statements)? 
30.  Alister McGrath suggests that postmodern people’s first question is not “Is it true?” in the conceptual or philosophical sense. He states that they have two prior questions. What are they? 

31.  What does the author say are two powerful and effective ways of drawing pre-Christians into seeking community? 

32.  List the six significant ways to enter, and invite pre-Christian people to enter genuine, transforming Christian community and experience. 

33.  What are GIGs, and what would be their purpose? 

34.  The meaning of the death of Jesus can be expressed in three views according to Gustaf Aulen’s book Christus Victor.  Which view does the author believe should be recovered in our gospel presentations today? 

35.  The author suggests that the experiential, community-seeking, spiritually “creative” postmodern person has returned to a mindset that is in many ways close to the mindset of which group from history?  

36.   What does the author call his ‘simple way to explain the good news of Jesus’ diagram? 

37.  In transformation, we are right to turn away from sin, which is our choice to go our own way rather than God’s. But what is equally important? 

38.  What is the first way we can help people experience transformation in their sexual and gender identity? 

39.  Unless our imagination comes under the lordship of Christ, what will happen to our identity? 

40. Mark Mittelburg offers which six steps toward ministry transformation for church leaders?
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